ZOOLOGIA 30 (1): 101-106, February, 2013 Glabropelma Raven, 1985 . Superfluous replacement name for Melloa Roewer, 1930 ; objective synonym of Melloina; Platnick, 1989: 112; Goloboff, 1995 : 1-189. Diagnosis. See RAVEN (1999 . Species included: Melloina gracilis (Schenkel, 1953) , Melloina rickwesti Raven, 1999 , Melloina santuario sp. nov. (Figs  1-18 , Tables I-IV) .
Identification key to Melloina species Males
Male of M. rickwesti is unknown. 1. Male palpal bulb embolus short, less than two times the tegulum length (RAVEN 1999 Melloina santuario sp. nov.
Figs 1-18
Melloina sp.: West et al., 2008. Diagnosis. Males of M. santuario sp. nov. can be distinguished from M. gracilis by the longer embolus (Figs 9-11) and tarsi I-II with two rows of 4-5 spines (Fig. 7) . Females can be distinguished from M. rickwesti by the fewer number of cuspules on the labium (less than 80) (Fig. 15 (Fig. 4) : tubercle 0.24 high, length 0.83, width 1.22. Clypeus absent. Group occupies 0.42 of head-width. Anterior row procurved, posterior slightly recurved. Sizes and inter-distances: AME 0.21, ALE 0.32, PME 0.27, PLE 0.28, AME-AME 0.1, AME-ALE 0.06, AME-PME 0.1, ALE-ALE 0.62, ALE-PME 0.11, PME-PME 0.46, PME-PLE 0.04, PLE-PLE 0.87, ALE-PLE 0.07, AME-PLE 0.3. Ratio of eye group width to length 2.24. Maxillae ( Fig. 2) : length to width: 1.42. Trapezoidal with conical inner edge poorly defined. Cuspules: 71 spaced, largely spread over ventral inner heel. Lyra absent. Labium: length 0.75, width 1.13, with 80 cuspules spaced by one diameter from each other on the anterior half center. Labio-sternal groove shallow, flat, without evident sigilla. Chelicerae (Figs 1-2 ): Long bristles on dorsal and anterior area, laterally with short sparse bristles. Rastellum absent, basal segments with 16 and 17 teeth on promargin, on the left and right chelicera, respectively; and a series of tiny denticles basally. Fang long. Sternum ( Fig. 2) : length 2.73, width 2.73. Posterior angle rounded, not separating coxae IV. Thick and longer setae near margin, fine hairs inside. Sigilla: first pair not seen, second and third hardly visible, one diameter from margin. Booklungs apertures ( Fig. 5 ): oval and sclerotized.
Legs: formula: IV I II III. Only bristles and spines evident, cuticle not encrusted with soil. Clavate trichobothria: on central 2/4 of tarsi I-IV. Scopula: tarsi I-II with a few sparse hairs interspaced with macrosetae (Fig. 7) ; III-IV ascopulate (Fig. 8) . Preening combs absent. Femur III very incrassate. Tarsi III, IV ventrally cracked at midpoint (Fig. 8) . Spines: leg I, fe p1, d3, pa v1, ti p2, r3, v7, me p1, v15, ta v4+4 in two straight rows; leg II, fe d6, pa v1, ti p3, v9, me p2, v11, ta v5+5 in two straight rows; leg III, fe d7, pa v1, ti p2, r2, v7, me p3, r2, v11, ta v7+6 in two straight rows; leg IV, fe d8, pa v1, ti p3, r3, v7, me p2, r2, v10, ta v8+9 in two straight rows; palp fe p1, pa 0, ti p3, v6, ta 6 on larger lobe, 2 on smaller. Claws (Figs 7-8): ITC absent from all legs; STC with 4 small teeth on medial keel of leg I, 5 on II, 3 on III and IV. Teeth larger on anterior legs. Claw tufts weak but distinct on legs I, II; a few setae on legs III, IV.
Palp (Figs 9-11): bulb pyriform; embolus very long, tapering, filiform at apex; cymbium of two dissimilar lobes. Tibia with shallow distoventral groove. Spur (Figs 12-13) with two branches originating from common base, retrolateral longest, and with slight distal curvature; prolateral straight. Prolateral with ovoid spine longer than its length; retrolateral with two spines, both digitiform, more than half of branch length. Metatarsus I straight, when folded passes by retrolateral spur branch laterally. Body covering: strongly pilose hairs and guard hairs (COOKE et al. 1972 ) completely lacking over entire body.
Color in alcohol: carapace and legs red brown. Abdomen dorsally gray with 3 faint pallid lenticular areas anteriorly, followed by three pairs of small spots; pallid ventrally.
Female paratype (Figs 14-17): Carapace 6.12 long, 4.57 wide, chelicerae 3.11. Leg lengths and midwidths in Table II . Abdomen 9.50 long, 4.97 wide. Spinnerets: PMS, 0.45 long, 0.17 wide, 0.17 apart; PLS, 0.8 basal, 0.71 middle, 0.96 distal; midwidths 0.5, 0.5, and 0.47, respectively. Carapace ( Fig. 14) : length to width 1.34; caput slightly raised, thoracic striae inconspicuous. Fovea: shallow, straight, 0.87 wide. Carapace: mostly glabrous with a few short thornlike bristles; rounded by longer stouter bristles in one row. Anterior Sizes and interdistances: AME 0.16, ALE 0.36, PME 0.2, PLE 0.25, AME-AME 0.11, AME-ALE 0.14, AME-PME 0.11, ALE-ALE 0.6, ALE-PME 0.21, PME-PME 0.45, PME-PLE 0.08, PLE-PLE 0.9, ALE-PLE 0.1, AME-PLE 0.34. Ratio of eye group width to length 2.13. Maxillae ( Fig.  15 
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the left and right chelicera, respectively; and a series of tiny denticles basally. Fang long. Sternum (Fig. 15) : length 2.68, width 2.65. Posterior angle rounded, not separating coxae IV. Thick and longer setae near margin, fine hairs inside. Sigilla: first pair not seen, second and third hardly visible, one diameter from margin. Booklungs apertures: oval and sclerotized. Legs: formulla: IV I II III. Only bristles and spines evident, cuticle not encrusted with soil. Clavate trichobothria: on central 2/4 of tarsi I-IV. Scopula: tarsi I-IV ascopulate. Preening combs absent. Tarsus IV ventrally cracked at midpoint. Spines: leg I, fe d1, pa 0, ti v2, me v8, ta v4+5 in two straight rows; leg II, fe d1, pa 0, ti p1, v3, me p1, v8, ta v5+6 in two straight rows; leg III, fe d5, pa 0, ti p1, v7, me p3, r2, v10, ta v10+6 in two straight rows; leg IV, fe d4, r1, pa 0, ti p2, r3, v3, me p2, r2, v9, ta v9+7 in two straight rows; palp fe p1, pa 0, ti 0, ta v11. Claws: ITC absent from all legs; STC with 2 small teeth on medial keel of leg I, 4 on II-IV. Palp with single claw lacking tooth. Claw tufts weak but distinct on legs I, II; a few setae on legs III, IV. (COOKE et al. 1972) completely lacking over entire body.
Color in alcohol: carapace and legs red brown. Abdomen dorsally gray with 3 faint pallid lenticular larger areas and several smaller ones anteriorly; pallid ventrally.
Distribution. Only known from type locality (Fig. 18) . Etymology. Name in apposition after the type-locality, the cave "El Santuario", Lara, Venezuela.
DISCUSSION
According to RAVEN (1999) , M. rickwesti is distinguished from M. gracilis by having "only two rows each of four spines on ventral tarsi (cf. 9-12), only tarsi IV (cf. III and IV) cracked, and a relatively shorter sternum and larger labium". The difference was considered "greater than that found between male and female conspecific paratropidines in a pending revision of the sister subfamily" (RAVEN 1999) . In the present work, I was able to confirm that the number of tarsal spines, mainly on tarsi I and II (Table  IV) , is similar in mature males, females, and immature males. Therefore, the greater number of tarsal spines in M. gracilis is an autapomorphy of the species. The other two characters are, unexpectedly, sexually dimorphic. Mature males of M. santuario sp. nov. have tarsi III and IV cracked, whereas females and immature males have only tarsus IV cracked. Females and immature males of M. santuario sp. nov. have a larger labium than mature males, and the shape of their labium is similar with females of M. rickwesti.
Paratropidids are normally found with the entire body encrusted with soil (RAVEN 1985 (RAVEN , 1999 due to their habit of hiding in the surface layers of the soil (WEST in RAVEN 1999) . However, in all analyzed specimens of M. santuario sp. nov., the integument is not encrusted with soil, except for very restricted areas on the carapace of the female paratype.
